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Services and Events March 2020. 

Sunday 1st March—First Sunday in Lent. 

10:00am:  Morning Worship led by Jackie Makower with Jill Pirrie 

preaching. Bible readings by Karen Langfield & Chris Simpson. 

Sides persons: Karen Langfield and Carol Keightley. 

Thursday 5th March: St Michael’s Women’s Own. 

2:30pm: A talk by the Air Ambulance.  Mee(ng at 1, Elmhurst Avenue, 

Oulton Broad. 

Sunday 8th March: Second Sunday in Lent.  

10:00am  Holy Communion led by Debbie Allsop with The Venerable 

David Hayden preaching. Bible reading by Elissa Norman. 

Sides persons: Elissa Norman and Stella Saunders. 

Sunday 15th March : Third Sunday in Lent. 

10:00 am : Holy Communion led by Jackie Makower with the Rev. 

Helen Jary preaching. Bible reading by Robin Keightley. 

Sides Persons: Carol Keightley and Carolyn Woodcock. 

Monday 16th March: Knit and Na'er Group. 

1:30pm: Meet at 1, Elmhurst Avenue, Oulton Broad.  

Sunday 22nd March: Fourth Sunday in Lent—Mothering Sunday. 

10:00am: Holy Communion. Led by Debbie Allsop  with the Rev. Jo 

Fowler preaching. Bible reading by Tim Jones. 

Sides Persons: Tim Jones and Jane Boyce. 

Sunday 29th March: Fi,h Sunday in Lent. 

10:00am Holy Communion led by Jill Pirrie with the Rev. Marilyn 

Zipfel preaching. Bible reading by Jackie Makower. 

Sides Persons: Margaret Nicholls and Carol Keightley. 

 

‘If 0me permits, please join us for a cup of tea or coffee following 

the services.’ 
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Famous Chris0ans. 

Whilst wai(ng for the wedding party to arrive at a 

recent wedding at St Michael’s, the Vicar organist 

and verger found themselves discussing what is 

the most requested hymn for weddings and it was 

agreed that ‘All things bright and beau(ful’ proba-

bly took the pole posi(on.  When it came to Christ-

mas carol’s, it was far less certain what topped the 

charts, although ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ was a 

firm favourite.  Interes(ngly enough, one of my 

favourite Easter hymns is, ‘There is a Green hill 

faraway.’ Now have you spo<ed the common de-

nominator between these three hymns. Yes of 

course, they were all wri<en by Cecil Frances Alexander. 

Cecil was born in Dublin in April 1818 to Major John Humphreys of Norfolk 

and his wife Elizabeth.  She began to write at a very early age. Her later reli-

gious work was influenced by her associa(on with the Oxford Movement. 

By the 1840’s she was known as a hymn writer and her works were soon 

included in the Irish hymnbooks. In all she penned over 400 hymns. 

 She married the Rt. Rev. W. Alexander, D.D. Bishop of Derry, who became 

Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland. They were married for 45 

years, half of which was lived in Derry. 

During the First World War a doctor was busy in his consul(ng room with 

pa(ents who were affected by the many tensions of the war. As he was lis-

tening to their anxie(es, he heard singing from a room above his consul(ng 

room. It was his wife and children singing "There is a green hill far away". 

The doctor said to his pa(ents, "If we all believed in the truth of that hymn 

we hear being sung, we would have less worry, anxiety and fear". 

Cecil was of a humble disposi(on and disliked praise and fla<ery. She died 

on 12th October 1895 aged 77 years and was greatly beloved by the many 

poor she had helped by her kindness. She is buried in Derry Cemetery. 

Quote: ‘When the friends we love the best lie in their churchyard bed, We 

must not cry too bi�erly over the happy dead.’ 

Cecil Frances Alexander 
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 Our Compassion Child. 

You may remember over the past few years at St. Michael’s Church that 

members of the congrega(on commi<ed themselves to sponsoring a child 

through a charity called Compassion. Just before Christmas, we heard that 

there had been a change and our child is now Rahel Julias Kuchela. I have 

volunteered to write to her 

and also to raise awareness 

and more money so that we 

can share in her life and she 

can know about us.  

She lives near Dodoma, the 

capital of Tanzania where 

the most common spoken 

language is Swahili.  How can 

we remember to pray for 

her on a regular basis? For 

the month of March a sug-

ges(on is that we could pray 

for Rahel as we have a meal 

or buy bananas or cereals, 

two of the stable items in 

her diet. Please pray for her 

at school and that she will 

learn more about Jesus.  

More prayer sugges(ons and 

fund raising later this year. I 

have yet to get a reply to my 

le<er. 

 

Lis Hayden. 
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Showing Emo0on.  

I know it’s hard to believe, but I’m a bit of a sen(mental old sausage. Under 

this flinty veneer lies a big old teddy bear. On learning this people have been 

heard to say, ‘But you were a policeman!’ As if that should have any bearing 

on the fact. But, it’s true even ‘coppers’ are 

known to have feelings. Let me give you an 

example of my inner sen(mentality. One of 

my all-(me favourite films is that wonderful 

Lionel Jeffries 1970 masterpiece, ‘The Railway 

Children’. That final scene, you know the one 

where the train pulls into the Sta(on as Ber-

nard Cribbins busily goes about his du(es 

shou(ng out, ‘Oakworth sta(on!’ And there, 

standing amidst the slowly dissipa(ng steam, 

is Roberta played by the delighNul Jenny 

Agu<er, who has been coerced there for what 

reason she doesn’t know, but as the steam 

gradually liOs there stands a solitary figure facing her with a suitcase in his 

hand, and aOer a second or two of appraising what is before her, she shouts 

out  those immortal words, ‘Daddy, my daddy!’ I’m almost welling up just 

thinking about it. 

I’m just as sen(mental when it comes to music, take for example ‘The Im-

possible Dream’ wri<en by Mitch Leigh and Joe Darion and sung by Peter 

O’Toole in the 1972 film The Man from La Mancha as he stands vigil over his 

armour, in response to the ques(on about what he means by "following the 

quest". Who can say that they cannot be moved by those immortal words:  

‘To right the unrightable wrong 

To love pure and chaste from afar 

To try when your arms are too weary 

To reach the unreachable star 

This is my quest, to follow that star 

No ma<er how hopeless, no ma<er how far 
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To fight for the right 

Without ques(on or pause 

To be willing to march 

Into hell for a heavenly cause’. 

 

Powerful words indeed which remind me of those undeniably inspira(onal 

words found in Isaiah 40: 28-31 

‘Do you not know?  Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlas(ng God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. He 

will not grow (red or weary, and his un-

derstanding no one can fathom. He gives 

strength to the weary and increases the 

power of the weak. Even youths grow 

(red and weary, and young men stumble 

and fall; but those who hope in the Lord 

will renew their strength. They will soar 

on wings like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary; they will walk and not be 

faint’. 

Our emo(ons drive our feelings and are physically felt throughout our body. 

However, some people struggle with outwardly showing their emo(ons and 

go to great lengths to ‘cover it up.’ They see it at a sign of personal weak-

ness and are fearful of what others might think of them. Maybe bo<ling up 

our emo(ons is to be considered a sign of ‘stoic Englishness – showing a 

s(ff upper lip as so to speak.’ For those who do not feel naturally comforta-

ble expressing emo(ons, learning the skills to do so will lead to healthy rela-

(onships, a fuller life, and even promote mental and physical health. 

Editor. 

“The best and most beau�ful things in the world cannot be seen or even 

touched. They must be felt with the heart”  

― Helen Keller 
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The Rectory 

St James the Least of All 

 

 

February 2020 

My dear Nephew Darren 

This year, the rigours of Lent have taken second place to a far more pressing 

ma<er: the installa(on of a lavatory at St James the Least of All.  

Personally, I en(rely disapprove of this addi(onal sign of decadence in our mor-

al fibre; we have survived perfectly happily for the last 800 years without one, 

so why is there such an urgent need now? And being surrounded by acres of 

fields, there seems to be a completely ac-

ceptable alterna(ve. 

It also spoils the pleasure I used to take, 

informing ushers at weddings, having liber-

ally refreshed themselves at our local pub 

before the Service, that we have no facili-

(es and that they would just have to wait. 

Their look of pained resigna(on, developing 

to clear signs of repentance as the Service 

progressed, was most cheering. It also 

meant that wedding par(es did not linger 

aOer the Service but disappeared with com-

mendable speed to safe havens. 

I an(cipate that now we have the thing, a 

sub-commi<ee will form to devise a commissioning Service for the person who 

will be in charge of its maintenance. I can already foresee Lady Bartle< propos-

ing an appropriate set of robes for the office holder – although it will need 
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In fact, the project has not been en(rely successful; we s(ll need to have a 

lock fi<ed and so at present, occupants have been advised to sing hymns 

loudly. A hymn book has been installed as an aide memoire.  

The greater difficulty arises from our an(quated plumbing system. A mem-

ber of the congrega(on can leave a Service perfectly discreetly; they can 

enter the lavatory unseen by anyone, but on flushing, water is drawn 

through pipes running the length of the inside of the building with a thun-

derous roar.   

I am sure that in your worship centre you will have lavish cloakrooms fur-

nished with colour co-ordinated walls and towels, baby-changing facili(es 

and video monitors relaying everything going on in the service.  But we are 

made of sterner stuff, and I maintain that our congrega(on should be grate-

ful that they now a lavatory at all. And to think that someone suggested it 

should even have hea(ng! 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —  

‘Unleashing’ the church at Spring Harvest 2020 – how to 

make an impact today 

 

The Church is absolutely amazing! What started with a youth group of 12 is 

now the largest religion in the world and is s(ll growing rapidly. Here in the 

UK we are making a huge impact through ministries such as Chris(ans 

Against Poverty, Food Banks, Street Pastors and Street Angels. The Church 

runs the majority of toddler groups, much of the na(on’s youth work, and 

remains pivotal on the ground. Yet there is more! 

A big ques(on remains: what does it mean for us to truly be unleashed and 

be like the Acts church today?  

We will be looking at this during Spring Harvest 2020. We will be journeying 

through Acts 1-12 looking at what it might mean for us as the Church in the 

UK to live like this again for Jesus. AOer all, every one of us has an  
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opportunity to be part of an unleashed church in our day. Standing on 

the shoulders of the many giants who have come before, we could see 

something amazing happen in our land at this (me.  

The Church is wonderful, we love it, are ac(ve and commi<ed members 

within it.  We take our role se-

riously, in wan(ng to see the 

na(on impacted. There are so 

many possibili(es in front of 

us, and it is a genuine privilege for all of us to have the opportunity to be 

in ac(ve service of the Saviour of the World. 

If we live for Christ, then we can be unleashed to see the na(on 

changed. What does this really mean? We see it this way… ‘unleashing’ 

describes the release of what is being restrained. What is being held 

back is the power of God and the people of God. Right now, spiritual 

earthquakes are happening in the places where missionaries have gone 

to for the last 200+ years. But in the places the missionaries came from 

during that same two centuries hardly a tremor can be felt. (See ‘The 

Kingdom Unleashed’ by J. Trousdale and G. Sunshine (Murfreesboro: 

DMM Library, 2018. 

The real challenge is, how can we see this kind of change in our na(on in 

our day? How can we be the church we long for? How can we start min-

istering fully in words, works and wonders alongside one another? Do 

please come to Spring Harvest 2020 and we can go on a wonderful ad-

venture together. 

For further informa(on please visit www.springharvest.org or call 01825 

769000. 

Spring Harvest takes place in Harrogate, Minehead and Skegness over 

the Easter break. 
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1 March - St David’s Day:  0me for daffodils 
 

1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s (me for the Welsh to wear daffodils or 

leeks. Shakespeare called this custom ‘an honourable tradi(on begun upon 

an honourable request’ - but nobody 

knows the reason.  Why should anyone 

have ever ‘requested’ that the Welsh 

wear leeks or daffodils to honour their 

patron saint? It’s a mystery! 

 

We do know that David - or Dafydd - of 

Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop of 

the 6th century.  In the 12th century he 

was made patron of Wales, and he has 

the honour of being the only Welsh saint 

to be canonised and culted in the West-

ern Church. Tradi(on has it that he was 

austere with himself, and generous with 

others - living on water and vegetables 

(leeks, perhaps?!) and devo(ng himself to 

works of mercy.  He was much loved. 

In art, St David is usually depicted in Episcopal vestments, standing on a 

mound with a dove at his shoulder, in memory of his share at an important 

Synod for the Welsh Church, the Synod of Brevi. 

 

8 March - Felix of Burgundy: apostle to East Anglia 
 

East Anglia is blessed with a rich Chris(an heritage.  Just two examples: at 

more than 650, Norfolk has the greatest concentra(on of ancient church-

es in the world, and at 500, Suffolk has the second greatest density of medi-

eval churches.  And that is not to men(on all the churches in Cambridge-

shire, Essex, Bedfordshire and HerNordshire…  

 

And it all began with one man, back in 630 A.D., a bishop named Felix. His 

name in La(n means ‘successful’ and ‘happy’ – an excellent descrip(on of 

someone who brought great good and stability to this beau(ful corner of 

England. 
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Felix came from Burgundy in France. At some point he was consecrated 

bishop, and went to Canterbury, to see Honorius, the Archbishop of Canter-

bury.  In 630 the Chris(an king 

Sigebert returned from exile in 

Gaul to rule the East Angles, 

and Honorius sent Felix along 

with him, to evangelise the 

people.  According to local 

legend, Felix went by boat, 

and arrived at Bablingley in 

Norfolk.  

 

Felix may well have known 

Sigebert back in Gaul, for the 

two men worked excep(onally 

well together. Sigebert se<led 

Felix in Dunwich, which be-

came the centre of his dioce-

san ‘see’.  Then, with the sup-

port of Sigebert, Felix set up 

the first-ever school in East 

Anglia.  He brought teachers up from Canterbury to staff it, and the school 

became, according to Bede, the place “where boys could be taught le<ers".   

 

Felix had a fruiNul ministry to the Anglo Saxons for 17 years.  He preached 

Chris(anity, encouraged the school to grow, and did a lot of other good.  All 

in all, Felix brought the love of God, the good news of Jesus, and the com-

fort of the Holy Spirit, delivering "all the province of East Anglia from long-

standing unrighteousness and unhappiness," according to Bede.  Certainly, 

the people came to love Felix.  

 

When Felix finally died on 8th March 647 or 648, he leO the Chris(an faith 

firmly embedded in East Anglia.  Six ancient English churches are dedicated 

to Felix, and Felixstowe bears his patronage.  
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Further to my last. 
You may remember in the last edi(on of the Pew News we spoke of the for-

mer Rector, the Rev. Hedley Plumtree who held the living at St. Michael’s 

between 1932 and 1946. Unfortunately I had li<le informa(on on him but 

Lis has come up with the following data which I now share with you. 

 

Hedley was educated at Fitzwilliam Hall, in Cambridge and from 1915— 1918 

he was in Mi(amo, Victoria, Australia. Mi(amo is a town in north of the 

state and in the Shire of Loddon, 222 kilometres (138 mi) north of the state 

capital, Melbourne. At the 2016 census, Mi(amo had a popula(on of 117. 

AOer he leO St. Michael’s he came Vicar at Ebbsbourne Wake with Fifield 

Bavant in Wiltshire. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Your Views Count. 

Well it’s been a li<le over 21 months since we introduced the new look ‘Pew 

News’ and we would very much like to hear from you as to whether or not 

you enjoy the current content of the newsle<er. Similarly we are open to 

sugges(ons as to how we can improve the content, so if you have any ideas 

one way or another then please let me know. 

 

Editor   
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Mothering Sunday 

Sunday 22nd March is the fourth Sunday of Lent and is tradi(onally known 

in the UK as Mothering Sunday. This is not to be confused with Mother’s 

Day which is an American tradi(on which is held on the second Sunday in 

May.  

Mothering Sunday was tradi(onally a day when people would a<end a ser-

vice at their mother church, oOen determined by the parish in which they 

lived or the church where they were bap(sed. 

It is suggested that the children on their way to church would collect early 

spring flowers to adorn the church or to give to their mothers. This was cer-

tainly the tradi(on when we 

were kids. A day or two before 

the 4th Sunday of Lent we were 

taken on masse into the country-

side surrounding Bungay to pick 

bunches of primroses which were 

boxed up by my mother and 

posted by Royal Mail to my 

grandmother in north London. 

Mothering Sunday became a day 

when servants were given the day off in order to visit their home church, 

oOen mee(ng up with their parents and siblings and so it became some-

thing of a family day, a rare occasion with many people oOen working con-

flic(ng hours. 

Much of the current tradi(ons we see today are thanks to Constance Pens-

wick-Smith who in 1914 created the Mothering Sunday movement. Con-

stance was one of seven children of the Anglican clergyman, Charles Pens-

wick Smith, who was vicar of Dagnall at the (me of her birth and was vicar 

of Coddington, No\nghamshire from 1890 to his death in 1922. The family 

were High Church Anglican, and all four of her brothers became in turn An-

glican priests. She was inspired by a newspaper ar(cle in 1913, on the plans 

of Anna Jarvis, an American woman from Philadelphia, who hoped to intro-

duce Mother’s Day in the UK. In 1921 she wrote a book advoca(ng the  
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revival of the fes(val to which the card manufacturers quickly capitalized 

on. Smith never married and had no children. She died in No\ngham in 

1938 and was buried in Coddington, beside her father. 

In England, Simnel cakes became synonymous with Mothering Sunday and 

Easter.  Tradi(on has it that "Mothering Buns" or "Mothering Sunday Buns" 

were made to celebrate the occasion. These sweet buns are topped with 

pink or white icing and the mul(-coloured sprinkles known as "hundreds 

and thousands”. They are not widely made or served today in the UK, but I 

reckon that is a tradi(on that should be revised post haste in St. Michael’s! 

___________________________________ 

 All in the month of MARCH  

It was 200 years ago, on 10th March 1820 that the Royal Astronomical Soci-

ety was founded in Britain. 

175 years ago, on 17th March 1845 that one Henry Jones, a baker from Bris-

tol, was granted a patent for his inven(on of self-raising flour. 

100 years ago, on 25th March 1920 that the Bri(sh special constables 

known as the ‘Black and Tans’ arrived in Ireland to suppress revolu(on and 

target the IRA. 

90 years ago, on 12th March 1930 that Indian poli(cal spiritual leader Ma-

hatma Gandhi led 78 ac(vists and followers on a 23-day ‘salt march’ to pro-

test against a Bri(sh tax on salt and Bri(sh rule in India.  On 5th April he 

reached the sea and made salt, breaking Bri(sh law.On 4th May he was ar-

rested and imprisoned. 

80 years ago, on 18th March 1940 that Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini 

met at Brenner Pass in the Alps.  The Italian dictator agreed to join Germa-

ny’s war against France and Britain. 

70 years ago, on 8th March 1950 that Volkswagen launched the Type 2/

Transporter van – also known as the Camper, Bus, microbus or Kombi.  It 

became the best-selling van in history, and early versions remain much-

loved icons of the counterculture/hippie movement. 
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Hope for All – a great gi, to give  

Have you no(ced the spate of celebrity bap(sms recently? Former foot-

ball star David Beckham’s two youngest children were bap(sed at a 

church near their Cotswold home last December. Showbiz celebrity Kim 

Kardashian West and her youngest children Saint, three, Chicago, 20 

months, and baby Psalm, were bap(sed last October in Armenia's main 

cathedral. Liverpool Football Club star Roberto Firmino has become the 

latest Brazilian footballer to declare his Chris(an faith, pos(ng images of 

his bap(sm on social media. And the Chelsea and Brazil winger Willian 

Borges da Silva, commonly known as Willian, was bap(sed in the River 

Jordan last June. 

 

Bap(sms oOen take place at 

Easter, as bap(sm imitates 

Christ being lowering into 

the grave and rising again. 

The magazine Hope for All, 

takes up this theme in the 

latest issue, out in March, 

featuring the celebri(es as 

well as the story of a man 

bap(sed in a prison wheelie 

bin. 

Published by HOPE Together 

and Hope for Every Home, 

the 32-page glossy magazine 

also explores the theme of 

generosity. Did you know 

that generosity is linked to psychological health and well-being?  And ac-

cording to the University of California, people who blush easily are more 

generous and trustworthy than those who don’t! As well as a few fun 

facts, Hope for All features some examples of extraordinary acts of gen-

erosity, some of which have been world-changing. 

The magazine also tells the poignant story of Natasha Ednan-Laperouse 

and her dad Nadim, who made headlines in July 2016 when Natasha died  
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aOer an allergic reac(on to a Pret a Manger bague<e. A remarkable en-

counter in the midst of tragedy changed the family forever and con(nues 

to give them hope. 

 

Roy Crowne, HOPE’s execu(ve director says, ‘Hope for All is a great giO to 

give to people in your community. Give it with an Easter giO and an invi-

ta(on to your church’s Easter events. It’s a great conversa(on-starter!’ 

 

Hope for All is available to order in bulk for just 10p a copy from hopeto-

gether.org.uk/shop. 

_________________________________________________ 

The age of English churchgoers keeps growing 

The numbers of churchgoers in England who are under 45 will have 

shrunk from 44% in 2010 to 38% this year, 2020, and down to 31% by 

2030, if present trends con(nue.   

In England in 2005, 39% of churches had no-one a<ending under 11 

years of age, 49% no-one a<ending between the ages of 11 and 14, and 

59% no-one a<ending between the ages of 15 to 19.  “Half the Church 

of England parishes had no work among young people in 2005,” said an 

official Anglican publica(on.  These figures are for Sunday a<endance, 

so mid-week numbers are excluded. 

The key issue is whether present trends will con(nue.  Many teenagers 

leO the church in the 1980s and many children under 15 in the 

1990s.  20 or 30 years later there is a dire absence of those in their 30s 

and 40s, and no sign of younger replacements.   

The need to reach out to young people is obvious and something that 

the church is increasingly taking on board in such ini(a(ves as the 

young family orientated “Messy Church,” the employment of Youth and 

Children’s Workers, etc.    

Sources: Pulling out of the Nosedive, Peter Brierley, Chris(an Research, 

Eltham, London, 2006. 
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Liturgical Colours 

-as humorously described in another Church Magazine, passed onto me by a 

church member. 

 

A lady in the parish once decided to ensure, 

That the church’s ritual colours matched the underwear she wore, 

And so for Christmas, Easter and on the Saints’ Day pure and bright, 

The priest and congrega(on knew her lingerie was white. 

 

For all the Holy Martyr Band whose precious blood was shed, 

And for the feast of Pentecost, she wore the colour red. 

In Advent and in Lent the lady competently strove 

To choose the peniten(al shade of purple and of mauve. 

 

Good Friday was a special day, and so upon her back 

She wore with pride— and some panache –a set of smalls in black. 

At other (mes throughout the year her underwear was seen 

To complement the natural world in various shades of green. 

 

At last on Maundy Thursday (your indulgence I entreat) 

They stripped the church of colours so this line remains discreet. 

 

Beso<ed by her underwear the rector always knew 

The colours of the churches year— he’d seen them through and through. 

They brought a sparkle to his eye, excitement in his life, 

But judge him not too harshly friends, for the lady was his wife! 

 

Anon 

 

Note:   Liturgical colours are those specific colours used for vestments and 

hangings within the context of Chris(an liturgy. The symbolism of violet, 

white, green, red, gold, black, rose and other colours may serve to underline 

moods appropriate to a season of the liturgical year or may highlight a spe-

cial occasion. 

There is a dis(nc(on between the colour of the vestments worn by the cler-

gy and their choir dress, which with a few excep(ons does not change with 

the liturgical seasons. 
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‘The Lady in Red’ 

A short while ago, Carol and I took a week’s holiday in west Norfolk and 

used some of the (me to visit a few of the numerous parish churches in the 

area. This included the loOy Wymondham Abbey, the 15
th

 century parish 

church at Litcham, and the (ny Saxon Church of St Mary’s and All Saints at 

Newton by Castle Acre. However, there 

was one church that we decided to go the 

extra mile to visit, and that was Holy Trini-

ty at Stow Bardolph, situated some eight 

miles south of Kings Lynn.   

We had visited the church a few years ago 

and were disappointed to find it undergo-

ing extensive renova(on work which pre-

vented our entry.  Why Stow Bardolph I 

hear you ask? Well many years ago I came 

across an ar(cle in an old East Anglian 

magazine which had a feature on the 

church, but more importantly on the Hare family mausoleum which is situ-

ated on the western transept. What I read caught my imagina(on and I 

promised myself to inves(gate further when the opportunity arose.  

The mausoleum addi(onally serves as a convenient church mee(ng area, 

the large table is surrounded by some 20 memorials to the local Hare fami-

ly da(ng from the 17
th

 to the 20
th

 century. But one of these historic pieces 

is quite unusual, and it was this that was the main purpose of our visit. In 

the dim north west corner stands a plain upright cabinet made of mahoga-

ny with a single door to the front. An engraved plate informs us that it con-

tains Sarah Hare who died in 1744, aged 55 (probably from sep(caemia or 

blood poisoning having pricked her finger whilst sewing on a Sunday). On 

opening the door the unwary are met with a truly chilling sight, for there 

before your eyes is a life sized wax effigy of Sarah Hare, who is dressed in a 

white tucked silk dress and with a red silk sa(n shawl draped over her head 

and body.  
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Her unse<ling face is inelegant and warted, and her large blue eyes imme-

diately lock onto your own in a disturbing and chilling blank stare. The 

manufacture of the cabinet and contents was curiously at Sarah’s own be-

quest. Her will states “I desire to have my face and hands made in wax 

with a piece of crimson sa(n thrown like a garment in a picture, hair upon 

my head and put in a case of mahogany  with a glass before and fix’d up so 

near where my corpse lyes’.  

We now live in the age of delving 

into family history, and so it’s quite 

surprising that we know so very 

li<le about Sarah Hare’s life, except 

that she never married, and was 

not par(cularly a<rac(ve. By all 

accounts she wasn’t that well 

known either, however she was 

well connected. Her limited notori-

ety is probably through her memo-

rial being the only wax effigy of its 

kind outside London. Her last will 

and testament goes onto express 

her generosity to the local poor by 

reques(ng that ‘six poor men of the parish put her into the ground, and 

were to be paid five shillings a piece’ – no mean sum of the day, and ‘that 

all those poor in Alms Row who a<end the burial should be given two shil-

lings and six pence.’ 

On the way back to our holiday co<age I couldn’t help but ponder on Sa-

rah’s lonely 276 year vigil, staring out onto an ever-changing world, and 

what had driven her to such an unusual bequest in the first place knowing 

that she wasn’t the comeliest girl in the village, but I was reminded by a 

quote from Confucius who said, “Everything has its beauty, but not every-

one sees it.”  

-o- 

The wax effigy of Sarah Hare who died in 

1744. church. 
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Finance page (or two) 

Would it surprise you to know that there are one or two (mes in the year of 

a church treasurer that give him/her cause to shout “Heaven be praised!”? 

Well yesterday (18 February 2020) was one of those days. The annual ac-

counts for 2019 for St Michael’s were passed by our diligent independent 

examiner. This means that the accounts can go forward for adop(on by the 

PCC, thence to the annual church parochial mee(ng (ACPM). In case you are 

interested, the other (me a church treasurer may rejoice is when all the 

numbers, lovingly plucked from the cash books, invoices and bank state-

ments all come together and --- yesss!--- finally balance. 

So I can now give you an ini(al sneak preview of our financial posi(on as at 

the end of 2019. There was an overall increase in giving compared with 

2018 (thank you everyone). However the fee income from weddings and 

funerals was lower, due mainly to fewer weddings in 2019. Our General 

Fund income overall was £37,700, about £2000 less than in 2018. On the 

expenditure side, parish share was £24,000, the same as 2018; again we did 

not make our target of £29,500. We spent more on church building mainte-

nance thus our overall expenditure at £37,200 was about £1000 more than 

2018. The general fund ended 2018 with £529 less than it started. 

Other funds did reasonably well overall. We received a dona(on to repair 

the churchyard wall near the lych gate. The churchyard fund ended the year 

lower having spent more than usual on equipment maintenance. We need 

to say here how grateful we are to our groundsmen, Peter Saunders and 

Peter Carswell for looking aOer the churchyard, and to Oulton Parish Council 

for their annual dona(on of £500 towards upkeep of the churchyard. The 

bell repair fund ended the year in surplus, having received much support for 

replacement ropes, and this can be held in reserve for future needs. The 

flower fund and ‘Women’s Own’ accounts remain healthy.   

We will need to decide fairly soon on the future of the church hall plot and 

church rooms as these are s(ll cos(ng us money for insurance and standing 

u(lity charges.  I have kept this part of the accounts separate so that we can  
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see what these are cos(ng; at present the deficit is being supported by the 

general fund. During the year we had discussions with Spire, the property 

arm of the Diocese, who agreed to reduce their fees for the former feasibil-

ity studies.  

The net result of ac(vi(es in 2019 was an overall reduc(on of church funds 

of £3249. Our assets less liabili(es as at the end of 2019 amounted to 

£32558 thus there is a reserve, but it would be unwise to deplete it signifi-

cantly. For 2020 the PCC has budgeted to pay the parish share in full at 

£24000, a reduced request (from £29500) following presenta(on of a case 

to Archdeacon Steven last autumn. There are expenses looming to cope 

with recommenda(ons from the quinquennial building inspec(on that took 

place in September 2019, and some of these (eg work to the roof) could be 

significant. Discussion on these, as well as for the parish rooms, will occupy 

PCC mee(ngs this year. 

Needless to say these projects, whilst con(nuing with parish share, will re-

quire increased funding. All steps will be taken to obtain best value for mon-

ey, reclaiming VAT if possible and applying for grants if appropriate. You will 

remember that last Lent we held a low-key stewardship campaign. The PCC 

has decided not to hold a campaign this Lent, but to consider one later in 

the year. The PCC is, of course, most grateful for the support of all parish-

ioners and others in helping to fund the Lord’s work in Oulton/Oulton 

Broad. 

In closing, I would just like to men(on that the envelope scheme (the pink 

ones at present) will con(nue, and new sets of envelopes will be distributed 

during March 2020. If there are new requests, or requests for change (eg to 

convert to a banker’s standing order which many find more convenient) 

please let me know right away. Likewise if there are changes in tax status to 

enable us (or not) to claim GiO Aid, please let me know. My phone number 

is 01502 562301. 

With thanks to all, 

John Hunt 
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The joys of neighbours in the Spring! 

 

Spring has finally sprung, and our thoughts turn naturally to … the garden. The 

first sunny day is an opportunity to cut the grass with your new motor mower, 

prune next door neighbour’s tree which overhangs, have a big bonfire to get rid 

of the rubbish, and end the day with a noisy barbeque! 

All of these ac(vi(es can lead to problems. Nuisance, in a legal sense, is 

something for which you make a claim in a civil court, the aim being for 

compensa(on or an order to stop someone causing the problem.  

Nuisance can also happen when a landowner does something on his or her own 

land which affects another 

person’s use or enjoyment of 

their own neighbouring land.  

It is probably noise which 

causes most complaints. This 

could be noise from a motor 

mower, music or just people 

arguing.  

Burning rubbish on bonfires 

could also cause a nuisance, if 

done when your neighbour 

has washing on their line. You 

might need to check if there 

is a local byelaw on when you can and cannot have a fire.  

Not everyone likes pets, and they can cause damage. There are laws on 

dangerous dogs, and the more pets you have, the more chance of problems.  

You can trim back overhanging branches from your neighbour’s tree, but 

remember, you will be liable if your pruning kills the plant. You may also have 

problems if your tree roots damage the pipes in your next-door garden.  

Disputes between neighbours are always tricky and court ac(on is a last resort. 

So, how should you be a good neighbour? Be reasonable and sensible. If there 

is a problem, go and speak to your neighbour. It is much cheaper to speak 

directly to them rather than speak to them through a lawyer.  

Think about the situa(on. Does your neighbour have young children or 

someone who works shiOs? Tell them what you, or they, are doing. If you want 

to cut the hedge or mend a fence or have a party, speak to your neighbour first.  

As always this is a complex legal area and get proper legal advice.  
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If you have any contribu(ons for the next monthly edi(on of the ‘Pew News’ 

please send your material to Robin Keightley 

robinkeightley175@b(nternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited to 

the 

NSPCC Easter Coffee Morning  

At Parkhill Hotel Oulton, Suffolk,  

Thursday 9th April 2020  

10.30-12pm  

Tickets £2.50 - includes tea or coffee. 

Cakes, Raffle Easter Games & Flowers  

Tickets available by contac2ng 01502 562301 or pay on 

the door . 

EVERY CHILDHOOD IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR! 


