
   

St MichaelSt MichaelSt MichaelSt Michael’s, Oulton.s, Oulton.s, Oulton.s, Oulton.    

No�ces for September 2018 
 

2nd September - Fi�eenth Sunday a�er Pentecost. 

10:00am:  Holy Communion led by Canon Malory Makower. 

Sides persons: David Boyce and Karen Langfield.  

6th September—Women’s Own Mee�ng. 

2:30pm at 1, Elmhurst Avenue. Member’s Mee*ng. 

9th September - Sixteenth Sunday a�er Pentecost. 

10:00am : Bap*smal Service led by Cannon Peter Baxendall. 

Sides persons: Sue Parish and Elissa Norman. 

16th September - Seventeenth Sunday a�er Pentecost. 

10:00am: Holy Communion led by The Venerable David Hay-

den .Sides persons: Jill Pirrie and Carol Keightley. 

17th September – Knit and Na-er Group. 

1:30pm: Meet at 1, Elmhurst Avenue, Oulton Broad. 

20th September— Women’s Own Mee�ng. 

2:30pm at 1, Elmhurst Avenue. Speaker is the Rev J. Graver. 

23rd September – Eighteenth Sunday a�er Pentecost. 

10:00am:  Holy Communion led by The Venerable David Hayden. 

(Holy anoin*ng by oils). 

Sides persons: Tim Jones and Carol Keightley. 

6:00pm: Evening Prayer: Debbie Allsop & Jill Pirrie. 

30th September—Nineteenth Sunday a�er Pentecost. 

10:00am: Holy Communion led by Canon Peter Baxandall. 

Sides persons: Margaret Nichols and Tracey Weaver. 

(Please note this is our annual St Michael’s Day of Giving). 
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Famous Chris�ans 

My famous Chris*an this month has a couple of vague links with me albeit 

in very different ways. My father was staunch Chris*an who like many other 

men of his day served in the army during the Second World War. When I 

was a child, and showing regular signs of youthful inep*tude, he would 

o=en refer to me as being ‘as dim as a Toc H lamp’. I didn’t know what a Toc 

H lamp was, but I knew it didn’t sound very complementary.  As the years 

passed by I was to eventually became involved in taking par*es of police 

officers on tours of the ba@lefield sites of the Western Front and one of the 

places we visited was Talbot House in the town of Poperinge, a few miles to 

the south of Ypres. Talbot House was a safe house where many thousands 

of Bri*sh soldiers passed through during the three years it was open from 

the end of 1915. It was set up by an Army Chaplain the Reverend Philip 

“Tubby” Clayton who used it as a soldier's club. It became a rare place 

where soldiers could meet and relax regardless of rank. It was a place where 

all rank was le= at the front door. There was always an urn of tea on the go. 

There were books and comfortable chairs. There was even a chapel 

furnished by the soldiers in the hop lo= at the top of the house. Despite of 

the rumble of the guns in the distance, it 

was a quiet and unique place behind the 

Bri*sh lines where men could spend 

*me relaxing, wri*ng le@ers and mee*ng 

with serving friends, brothers, and 

fathers, in what must have felt like a 

Bri*sh “home-from-home”. Tubby 

Clayton and his fellow clergymen gave 

many thousands of servicemen their first 

and in many cases their last communion at Talbot House before making 

their way to the front line of the Ypres Salient. On my first visit to Talbot 

House I climbed up to the chapel in the converted hop lo= and there in 

pride of place was the symbol of the movement, the original Toc H lamp.   
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The lamp is an oil lamp very much like 

Aladdin’s lamp and is called  the ‘Lamp of 

Maintenance’. Every year on Tubby 

Clayton's birthday the Lamp of 

Maintenance is lit in the Upper Room at 

Talbot House for 24 hours, from 9pm on 

the night of 11th un*l 9pm on 12th 

December. This is the start of a series of 

lamp ligh*ngs in all the TOC H branches 

around the world. The light emi@ed from 

the lamp is quite dim but represents hope 

in the *mes of darkness. 

The spirit of friendship that was fostered 

at Toc H across social and denomina*on 

boundaries inspired Tubby Clayton, Rev. Dick Sheppard and Alexander 

Paterson to later set out the Four Points of the Toc H Compass. 

1. Friendship (To love widely). 

2. Service (To build bravely). 

3. Fair-mindedness (To think fairly). 

4. The Kingdom of God (To witness humbly). 

Tubby Clayton died in 1972. He is honoured in The Museum of Army 

Chaplaincy and in the ‘Talbot House’ in Poperinge, Belgium. 

Oh by the way the second link with Tubby Clayton is that he was born in 

Maryborough, Queensland, Australia where my eldest brother currently 

lives. How strange is that. 

Church Website. 
We are pleased to report that St Michael’s has a brand new website which 

has recently come on-line.  It contains a po@ed history of the church as well 

as informa*on in rela*on to future events and links for 

those wishing to enquire about Bap*sms, Weddings and 

Funerals.  The monthly edi*on of the ‘Pew News’ will 

also feature and eventually we will have the opportunity 

to include some of the sermons preached of a Sunday.  

Hopefully this will be another way of spreading the 

word both near and far so please support it where you 

can.  The address is stmichaelsoulton.org 
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The Enquirer 

The church recently had a visit from Ellen Shailes who is a Broads Reserves 

Warden working for the Suffolk Wildlife Trust. During her visit she outlined 

some basic changes in the management of the churchyard which could 

have a significant impact on its wildlife without detrac"ng from its original 

purpose. Ellen very kindly penned the following for our informa"on: 

 

The importance of churchyards for wildlife 

 

Recently, I visited St Michael’s church in Oulton Broad, to advise on how 

to improve management of the churchyard for wildlife. Churchyards can 

be great places for wildlife. Since the second world war we have lost 

around 90% of our wildflowers meadows, and our undisturbed 

churchyards are o=en the last remnants of wildflower meadows in an 

area. St Michael’s churchyard is a great example, with wildflowers 

including Oxeye Daisy, Knapweed and Lady’s Bedstraw, all great for 

insects. Churchyards can hold 

ancient trees and hedgerows, 

which provide homes for birds 

and bats. The star species of any 

churchyard are surely the lichens 

which are a symbio*c associa*on 

between fungus and algae and 

grow about 1mm a year, so old 

tombstones can be home to 

extremely ancient creatures.  

   With a few altera*ons to management you can enhance the benefits of 

a churchyard for wildlife. Perhaps put up swi= boxes on the church, 

crea*ng a home for a colony of Swi=s who can welcome churchgoers on 

summer Sundays. CuOng and clearing wildflower areas in summer will 

improve the diversity of wildflower species, whilst leaving some areas 

uncut will provide cover and foraging areas for small mammals. Leaving 

the grass cuOngs in heaps in the corner of the churchyard will create a 

home for rep*les such as Grass Snakes and Slow Worms.  

   You may consider churchyards to be a drop in the ocean, when 

compared to the nearly 400 acres of land recently purchased by Suffolk 

Wildlife Trust over the Oulton Dyke at Carlton Marshes. The project at 

Carlton Marshes aims to turn unproduc*ve farmland into perfect 

breeding habitat for species such as Lapwing, Redshank, Avocet, Bi@ern  
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and Marsh Harrier. On half of the land purchased shallow scrapes and foot 

drains will be dug providing a breeding ground for insects in the warm 

water and so= mud, which in turn feed young wader chicks. Larger pools 

will be dug on the area of land called Peto’s marsh, reed will be planted, 

and water will be held back to allow this area to become reedbed. In *me 

we hope that Common Cranes will breed here, they currently breed  

throughout the Norfolk Broads and are o=en seen flying over Carlton 

Marshes.  

   This is conserva*on on a large scale, but the Wildlife Trust’s Living 

Landscapes vision includes churchyards too. Living Landscapes in essence 

means making everywhere be@er for wildlife: churchyards, gardens, 

farmland, local nature reserves, rivers and urban centres. To ensure that 

wildlife isn’t stranded on island nature reserves. Wildlife friendly 

churchyards can create corridors for wildlife through towns and ci*es. 

There are over 12,000 

churchyards or burial 

grounds in England and 

Wales, so improving these 

areas for wildlife would 

have a huge posi*ve 

impact. 

   Wildlife friendly 

churchyards are good for 

people too and improving 

your local churchyard can 

become a community 

effort. Events such as a 

‘cake and rake’ to clear away grass cuOngs, bird box building and 

hedgerow plan*ng, can get local families involved. Once you have 

welcomed wildlife into your churchyard you could run a BioBlitz to 

discover how many species are using your churchyard. Churchyards can 

be immensely important places for local people and wildlife too. 

If you would like to get advice on how to improve your local churchyard 

for wildlife, please contact Suffolk Wildlife Trust on 01473 890089 or visit 

our website www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org. 

 

Ellen Shailes 

Broads Warden 

.  
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Pause for thought. 

This month John tells us something of the Church Army in Lowesto�. 

September is the month when our supporters remember Church Army  

throughout Great Britain. The 29th. of September is designated as being Church 

Army Sunday. Throughout the month of September Church Army officers make an 

effort to promote Church Army. On the 26th September The Anglican Church re-

members Wilson Carlile (who died on that day in]  

1942) for it was Wilson Carlile who founded Church Army. Therefore the Sunday 

nearest to that date has become known as Church Army Sunday. It is a day when 

we are grateful for your thoughts and prayers for Church Army, and the wonderful 

work it s*ll does amongst those in great need, throughout the world, especially in 

the United Kingdom. When Wilson Carlile founded the Church Army in 1882, he 

sent Church Army officers to work in some of the poorest parts of England;  

one of those places was Lowesto=. Although the first Church Army  

Officer was a@ached to St. Margaret’s Church he worked amongst the  

fishermen at the docks and also with the girls who gu@ed the fish and  

packed them into barrels for transporta*on to other parts of the country.  

It is known that from about 1889 Church Army was well established  

in the town and conducted evening ac*vi*es among the congrega*on  

of Lowesto= and in the villages around the town. Churches would  

have been packed on Sunday Mornings and Evenings. There was a  

mission church that was a@ached to the parish church. It wasn't long  

before a Church Army officer was appointed to work in that part of  

the town at the mission church, and shortly a=erwards it became  

known as St. Andrews church, and became a church and parish in its  

own right. Three members of St. Michael's church became Church  

Army officers. During both World Wars Church Army was very ac*ve in Lowesto=, 

opening clubs for service personal and also manning mobile canteens. One mobile 

canteen was bombed on the sea front in the Second World War. In the archives of 

the Journal office there are photos of Church Army's work during the war. Church 

Army s*ll cares for the poorest and most vulnerable in our society. They have 

Homes where young homeless people are cared for, and when the *me is right, 

they are found places of their own and  jobs so that they can become fully inde-

pendent, with the knowledge that the Church Army are there for help and advice if 

needed. Church Army have places where those abusing drugs, alcohol and other  
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substances can find help. In Sheffield some of our Church Army Sisters run a Day 

Centre where women who have to earn their living on the streets are able to find 

care, a bath and something to eat; they are also given help and advice.  

Throughout the country there are Church Army Brothers and Sisters working 

amongst adults and children in Parishes and Centres. Showing the love God has for 

all people, those who believe in God and those who don't. 

Lowesto= has always had a Church Army officer, male and female, working in our 

town and we do indeed owe much to their love and 

dedica*on for the people who have lived here in the 

past and present. I suppose most people in the town 

will have been affected and helped through the work 

at Harleston House, a Care Home for older People. The 

Home was founded just a=er the Second World War 

with the help of the Rotary Club of North Lowesto=. 

Around 1953, Sister Riley came to manage the Home. It was one of the first Homes 

for older People in East Anglia.  One of the differences about Harleston House was 

that it cared for the whole person,  

physically, mentally and spiritually. Older People came to Harleston House to enjoy 

the ‘Golden Years of life’. The Home was always seen as the Residents' Home, we 

had regular Residents Mee*ngs so that those in our care could voice their views 

and make decisions with the staff team about the daily running of the Home. I know 

there will be many people in our town even now who will have happy memories of  

Harleston House, because a rela*ve lived there and be thankful for the wonderful 

care that was given. Lowesto= needs to be proud that for over 130 years Church 

Army have worked in Lowesto= with the poor and those in need, that it was one of 

the places Wilson Carlile first sent the Church Army to work amongst its residents.  

John Worsfold. 

 

On Wednesday the 26th September there is to be a Diocesan Church Army Thanks-

giving Service at St. Catherine's Church, in Mile Cross Norwich at 7p.m. St, Michael's 

has cordially been invited to a/end this special occasion to give thanks for Church 

Army's work in Lowesto1 in the past and to support Church Army's work in Lowes-

to1 for the future. Please do join us on Wilson Carlile's Day if you are able and sup-

port John who is the last Commissioned Church Army officer in Lowesto1. 
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The Medieval Tile Makers of Oulton. 

We recently had a visit from Bob Mitchell and John Sperry who kindly flew their 

drones  over the church taking photographs from 400’  in order to see if there is any 

visible  historical evidence of medieval kilns in the immediate area. This has been 

undertaken following the further discovery of *le fragments unearthed during the 

recent drainage work. Local historian, Paul Durbidge  has kindly offered the follow-

ing informa*on on the *le-makers of Oulton. 

‘The origins of *led floors can be traced to France with *lemakers coming to Britain 

at the beginning of the 13th century 

when floors in most of our medieval 

buildings were of beaten earth.  Tiles at 

that *me were both expensive to pro-

duce and lay and over *me skills would 

have been passed onto the local po@ers.  

Ini*ally *le makers would have travelled 

from one abbey church to another when 

building work neared comple*on. In *me 

the trend spread to our parish churches. 

Tile produc*on was seasonal work and 

once a source of clay was found, it was 

dug and le= to weather during the winter 

period with the actual making and firing of the *les taking place during the spring 

and summer months.  In the case of Oulton  the kiln site would have been sited 

close to the church. These kilns would have been rather primi*ve usually consis*ng 

of two or more rectangular furnace chambers built below ground level with stoke 

holes at the entrance. The chambers were then arched over to allow the construc-

*on of a rectangular chamber on top where the *les were stacked and fired. The 

fires were usually fired with brushwood and it was important to reach a tempera-

ture of around 1000c to ensure proper firing of the clay body and lead glaze.  The 

loading, firing, cooling down and unloading took around six days.  The distribu*on 

of *les and grave covers from St Michael’s have been made over several years par-

*cularly S W of the building. The grave covers came from this loca*on a=er they 

were disposed of  against the churchyard boundary when taken from the interior of 

the church.  All the designs were formed in relief by impressing dies and wooden 

stamps into the wet clay and several die styles were  used either singly  or in  
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combina*on to produce a varied range of dis*nc*ve products. Normally *les are 

130-35mm square and 20—23mm thick with the edges of the *les undercut. Grave 

covers are technically iden*cal to the *les apart from being much larger and thicker 

but are decorated using the same stamps including rose@es, leaves and fleur de lys 

known as line impressed designs. On ones tylised design are two figures shown 

reaching up into what appears to be a tree (Adam & Eve?) but with what appears 

to be a large fish hanging sown to the ground. During recent excava*ons to lay 

drainage pipes a number of kiln wasters and remains of semi glazed floor *les were 

found together with a complete *le  which has a rich dark green glazed surface. At 

this moment in *me it is the first of its type from St Michael’s church.  

A display of medieval *les and grave covers from the church are currently on dis-

play at the Lowesto= Museum in Nicholas Evere@'s Park. It is open between 1—4 

pm and admission is free.  Do come along and have a look at the museum’s won-

derful exhibits. 

—————————— 

My Favourite Hymns 

This month Margaret Nicholls shares with us her favourite hymns. 

 

When I was asked to share with you my favourite hymns, whilst there are 

many I enjoy singing, my first choice has to be ‘Be s*ll for the presence of 

the Lord, the Holy one is here. We strand on Holy ground and His pres-

ence and the power of His love is all around’. The words never fail to 

move me and I can really feel the message the words convey. 

I also enjoy lively hymns ‘One more step around the world I go’ ‘Sing Ho-

sanna’ or ‘Lord of the Dance’.  I might imagine it but people seem to be 

upli=ed and sing these at a higher volume. These hymns also bring back 

memories of my days as a Primary School secretary, listening to childrens 

voices in assembly, echoing down the corridor. I’m sure that the children 

will remember those hymns and hopefully, in later years might just well 

be singing them in church with as much enthusiasm as they did at school. 

 

Margaret Nicholls. 
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In the News 

Bishop’s Bill calls on MPs to add mothers to marriage cer�ficates 

The House of Lords has passed a bill from the Bishop of St Albans to end the 

historic inequality of excluding mothers’ names from marriage cer*ficates.  

The Registra*on of Marriage Bill, which would also introduce electronic 

marriage registers, now moves to the House of Commons to be considered 

by MPs.  Speaking a=er the Lords passed the Bill, the Bishop of St Albans, 

Dr Alan Smith, said: ‘As someone who has performed hundreds of 

marriages, it has always seemed shocking to me that mothers are 

systema*cally overlooked. 

 ‘This injus*ce dates to 1837 when children were viewed as a father’s 

property and li@le considera*on was given to women. I am pleased to have 

had the backing not only of Peers and many in the Church, but a huge 

number of others, including tens of thousands who have signed public 

pe**ons, campaigners for women’s equality, and even genealogists. 

‘MPs from all par*es support the aims of this Bill. I hope and expect the 

Government to treat it as a legisla*ve priority when it comes to the 

Commons this autumn, and urge MPs to give it their approval.’ 

Editors comment: If you feel strongly about this  bill then contact your MP  

Peter Aldous  to seek his support. mail to: peter.aldous.mp@parliament.uk 

Snakes Alive 

On Thursday 16th August  the church 

had some rather interes*ng guests!  

Two snakes, a lizard, two owls, a ta-

rantula and a tortoise called Victor.  

They together with their handlers en-

tertained the ’Young @ Heart’ group. 

Here we see Debbie geOng up close 

to  Cleo a Royal Python.  
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The Final Word 
 

Friday 27 July was a memorable day in the life of St. Michael’s 

The bells were ringing again in a way that our new team of ringers will be 

doing soon!  A team of friends who had met years ago at University called 

in to ring our bells as part of their bell ringing weekend in the area. One of 

the party walked around the churchyard while others rang because he 

wanted to listen to the sound of each bell as they came together. As a bell 

ringer himself he could pick up much more than those of us who are not 

experienced campanologists. 

Then the lead historian from the Oulton Broad Museum in Nicholas Everi@ 

Park came to look at the latest artefacts recovered from the churchyard 

when the drains were installed recently. Po@ery has been found that 

dates back hundreds of years including roof *les and *les that went on 

medieval graves.  Here was someone else qualified to see the significance 

of something because he is an expert. There is a display in the Museum 

from our churchyard. 

Finally two historians came with their drones to see if the dry weather had 

revealed any indica*on of subterranean kiln structures.  It is highly likely 

that the artefacts for the roof of the church and to cover graves would 

have been made on site. A=er many weeks of drought the rain was due 

later that day so they took the photos within hours of the weather chang-

ing.  Unless you have purchased one of those flying suits, which have re-

cently been on the television, you would not have seen our church and 

churchyard in a way that the drones picked up as they hovered a few hun-

dred feet above our church. 

God sees us from a different angle to everyone else. He does not miss an-

ything. He knows the secrets of our hearts. The astonishing thing is that 

He keeps on loving us and wan*ng us to become more like Jesus un*l we 

see Him face to face.  In the mean*me He gives us his Holy Spirit to enable 

us to live for Him. 

David Hayden 

 

 

If you have any contribu*ons for the next monthly publica*on, please send your 

material to Robin Keightley. 

 robinkeightley175@b�nternet.com 


